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Quarterly Crime Statistics (January 2009)

This briefing presents a summary of the headline findings from the most recently released crime statistics which are based on the British Crime Survey (BCS) and police recorded crime figures. The BCS results are from interviews conducted in the period October 2007 to September 2008 and the police recorded crime figures are for the period July to September 2008.

British Crime Survey (Oct 07 – Sept 08 compared with Oct 06 – Sept 07) 
There was no statistically significant change in the following categories: 

· overall levels of crime;
· risk of being a victim of crime 

· violent crime;

· personal crime;

· household crime;

· domestic burglary;

· vandalism;
· level of worry about burglary, car crime, (although worry about violent crime had decreased)
· overall levels of perceived anti-social behaviour (although two aspects, abandoned and burnt out cars had decreased and perception of people being drunk or rowdy had increased) 
There was a statistically significant decrease in:

· personal acquisitive crime (11% decrease);
·  vehicle-related theft (10% decrease); and

· The percentage of respondents that identified abandoned or burnt-out cars as a very/fairly big problem in their area (2% decrease).

· proportion of people with high levels of worry about car crime and violent crime (1%)
There was a statistically significant increase in:

· the percentage of adults who perceived people being drunk or rowdy in public places (1% increase).

New questions relating to the CJS were introduced in October 07:
The percentage of respondents who were very/fairly confident that the criminal justice system:

· Confidence in the CJS as a whole is effective (37%)

· Confidence in the CJS as a whole is fair (57%)
Fifty-two per cent of people thought that the police in their area did an excellent or good job, remained the same as at September 2007. The new BCS measure, percentage of people agreeing that the police and local council dealing with ASB and crime issues in their area is at 46% at September 08. This was introduced in October 2007, and forms the basis of the confidence measure.
Recorded crime (Jul 08 – Sept 08 compared with Apr – Jun 08) 

There was a decrease in the following crime categories:
· Total crime (3% decrease);

· Offences against vehicles (6% decrease);

· Sexual offences (7% decrease);

· Violence against the person (6% decrease);

· Robbery* (3% decrease);

· Criminal damage (8% decrease); 
· Firearms offences** (29% decrease); and

There was an increase in the following categories:

· Domestic burglary (4% increase)
· Fraud and forgery
 (16%);

There was a 9% increase in drug offences over this period. Overall knife and sharp offences recorded by the police increased from 9,848 (Apr-June 08) to 10,312 (Jul-Sep 08).
 * Note that robberies involving knives or sharp instruments increased by 18%. **Firearm offences exclude air weapons.
For information:

Work is still being undertaken within forces to quality assure figures with respect to GBH with intent which means that trends and numbers for this category cannot be reliably presented. Following advice from the National Statistician after reviewing the quality issues surrounding the data, the breakdown of violence against the person has been restricted to the broader categories of ‘violence against the person with injury’ and ‘violence against the person without injury’. Once figures are finalised, a full breakdown will be presented in the annual crime bulletin to be published in July 2009.
The APA, along with ACPO and the Home Office, has supported the move to commission HMIC to quality assure the statistical collection arrangements for the GBH with intent, and GBH without intent. Both these categories led to the increase in the Most Serious Violence category in October 2008.
The Home Office has also published a supplementary volume to the 2007/08 Annual Crime Statistics. This covers Homicide, Firearm offences, and Intimate Violence categories. A copy is attached for information and use by police authorities.
� The Fraud Act 2006, introduced in January 2007, altered the definition, coverage and some counting rules for fraud offences 






